What is a Walking Bus?
A Walking Bus is a fun, safe and active way for children to travel to school.
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It is a group of primary school aged children who walk to school along a safe route accompanied by adult volunteers.  It is usually formed with one parent “driving” at the front of the bus and another parent at the rear.  Additional parents may be needed depending on numbers.  The walking bus picks children up at designated stops at designated times along the way and “drives” them to school.  The frequency with which the bus operates is up to the school, parents who want to “drive” it and children who want to use it.  This may vary from one day per week to every day depending on family commitments.

Safety on the bus is of utmost importance. The route is therefore thoroughly checked for traffic hazards and participants wear bright, distinctive vests to be easily seen.  

Why set up a Walking Bus?
Benefits of a Walking School Bus include:

· A safe and convenient way for children to travel to school;
· Improvement of health and well being through walking and talking;
· An opportunity for children to learn road sense and traffic safety;

· Reduction of traffic congestion around the school;

· Contributing to a sustainable environment;

· Opportunities for children and parents to develop friendships and a sense of place and community in their neighbourhood.

Who can participate in a Walking Bus?
· Students K-6, who have returned a consent form, signed by their parent/guardian and signed the Passenger Pledge.

· Parents who have attended a Walking Bus Training Session and have a current Police Check lodged with the school.

· Other adult volunteers, who have been approved by the school, have attended a Walking Bus Training Session and have a current Police Check lodged with the school.

Walking Bus Parents’ Views
“It helps create camaraderie between the children and among the volunteers. There’s a great sense of community when you head up the road with three buses of children all decked out in their safety jackets.”

“Children and adults enjoy the walk, great form of exercise, social contact is great between children and adults, saves on petrol costs and also greenhouse gas emissions.”

“Parents no longer have to get their children to and from school everyday. On days when I’m not rostered on I get an extra hour or so to myself. On days when the weather is too bad to walk, we are still better off because we usually car pool with other families on the Walking Bus.”
