Walking Bus Overview

What is a Walking Bus?

A Walking Bus is a fun, safe and active way for children to travel to school. It is a group of primary school aged children who walk to school along a safe route accompanied by adult volunteers.  It is usually formed with one parent “driving” at the front of the bus and another parent at the rear.  Additional parents may be needed depending on numbers.  The walking bus picks children up at designated stops at designated times along the way and “drives” them to school.  The frequency with which the bus operates is up to the school, parents who want to “drive” it and children who want to use it.  Walking Buses are a popular way to reduce traffic congestion, improve health, strengthen communities and to contribute to a more sustainable future.
How to Start a Walking Bus

If you live in an area where there are no Walking Bus (WB) programs in place, you may like to start one. The Department of Health and Human Services has funded a Walking Bus Project Officer from Sustainable Living Tasmania to support schools throughout Tasmania in establishing and running Walking Buses (contact below).
WB initiatives are voluntary and can be championed by parents, teachers, schools, local councils, or any interested community groups. The main ingredients for success are people with commitment and enthusiasm to involve others and get the bus moving. 
The following steps may ensure the walking bus is organised safely and effectively.

Please note that in order to run a WB some minimum standards need to be met which include police checks, audit of routes by traffic engineers and training for volunteers.

The Steps Involved

• Form a Walking Bus Working Group comprising members from your school Parent Association, parents, students, the school principal and teachers. 

• Give a presentation on the concept of the Walking Bus to the school community to gauge interest in the project. The Walking Bus Project Officer can provide you with a copy of Walking Bus DVD to show to staff or parents.
• Distribute a parent survey form with the regular school newsletter to see how many students may use the service and how many parents are keen to be volunteers. Survey responses are directed to a nominated school liason person to find out if there is any interest in a Walking Bus Program and to help in planning the routes. You could ask your local Council for a map of the area and attach it to the survey for parents to mark where students live. This information will help to plot the best route possible. 

• Your School Liason Person (or relevant contact) will collect the information and report the survey results to the working group. 

• Once a route has been decided, volunteers should walk the path to make sure

it is going to work. Ask your local council engineering department to survey the

chosen route for safety issues and approve its use as a WB route.
• A core group of volunteer parent driver/supervisors will need to be identified. Give volunteers an idea of what is expected and how much time it is likely to take. The WB Project Officer will provide schools with a Walking Bus Volunteer Information Kit which includes information about volunteers’ responsibilities, procedures for dealing with incidents and various documents for drivers/supervisors and participants. 

• Talk to the Walking Bus Project Officer to organise a training session with volunteer parent driver/supervisors on road safety and running a successful Walking Bus.

• Volunteers have the responsibility for the ongoing management of the Walking Bus Program. Your Working Group can elect a volunteer coordinating parent to oversee the daily organisation of the Walking Bus and a School Liason from the school staff. 

If you are interested in starting a Walking Bus or would like more information please contact 
Lissa Villeneuve, WB Project Officer on (03) 6234 5566 or by email lissa@sustainablelivingtasmania.org.au
